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Press Release                                                          29th April 2008
Society AGM Goes Back To School
Last week saw the Annual General Meeting of the Glendale Agricultural Society held at the Tankerville Arms Hotel in Wooler.  The meeting was well attended with Mr Duncan Davidson, President of the Society chairing the meeting. In his report Chairman of the Society Tom Comber said that it had been a hugely successful year, despite once again Foot and Mouth preventing any livestock at the Glendale Show. Following on from the AGM, the members and committee were given a presentation on the Society’s involvement in the Year of Food and Farming Campaign.

Fiona Burn, Chairperson of the Children’s  Educational Day and fellow committee member, John Renner gave an invaluable presentation on the importance of educating children about the countryside. Each year, they invite 1500 children aged between 4 – 9 to learn about the countryside. They discussed the values of the day, the benefits to both inner city and rural children in learning new skills, facts about the countryside and where food comes from.  
What the Society offers school children of Northumberland, is truly quite unique and something which the Society are very proud of.  Following on from this presentation, Finn Wilcock and Steve Fowler teachers from Kenton Bar Primary School gave a review of the ongoing work that the Glendale Agricultural Society have put into their relationship with the school and the benefits to the pupils from the initiative.
In September of last year, The Glendale Agricultural Society ‘adopted’ inner city school, Kenton Bar Primary School following on from their successful visits to the Children’s Day.  This link is part of the year of Food & Farming and has seen the Society pay several visits to the school with members and informing the classes about food and where it comes from and how to grow it!  The school have been donated planting boxes, which they have planted crops in, looked at eggs and where they come from, breakfast to eat and how it is made, how to plant vegetables and care for them and visits out of school to farms.  The teachers stressed to the meeting the overwhelming enthusiasm that the teaching staff have seen in the pupils each and every time the visit from Glendale Agricultural Society members is due and have been extremely pleased with the response from pupils in learning these new skills.  
The link between the two parties has been fantastic and the teachers gave the meeting both a fun and at times emotional account of what the Glendale Agricultural Society has brought to Kenton Bar Primary School.  Fiona Burn comments: “We have been delighted to visit the staff and pupils at Kenton Bar Primary School since September.  Not only have they benefited from our visits to the school, but we have learnt a great deal from the pupils and their perceptions of the countryside.  The pupils are extremely lucky to have teachers such as Finn and Steve who have shown us great support when we visit the school, but are also very keen to continue our work between our visits.”
Society members now prepare themselves for the forthcoming Children’s Day in June and the annual show on Bank holiday Monday, August.  For more information visit: www.glendaleshow.com .
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