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PRESS RELEASE


                 Tuesday 31st March, 2009
GLENDALE GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 

THE GLENDALE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY has stood the test of time; and although it is now in its 117th year, it's the last three years that have seen some of its most significant changes and challenges.

In 2005, the Society was awarded a grant of almost £85,500 from DEFRA to help them with a three year programme of activities. This funding has had a huge impact on the it's growth and has also helped maintain its financial stability. During this time, through the support and funding, over 40,000 visitors have attended The Show, over 5000 children from across North Tyneside and Northumberland have been educated in rural issues and Membership has increased by a spectacular 50%.

From the outset the Committee was delighted with this assistance and as a result they have become one of the most progressive Agricultural Society's in the North East. Now, they are often showcased as a “Best Practice” example and regularly asked to give advice on educational and rural issues. 

Glendale is an area which stretches from the Cheviots in the West, to Belford in the East, Cornhill on Tweed in the North and Whittingham in the South. The Society has in the region of 300 members; some are farmers, some aren't and all have one thing in common, their passion for the preservation of rural life. 

Sarah Nelson, Company Secretary of the Glendale Agricultural Society gives some further background information: 

"The Glendale Agricultural Society is a not-for-profit organisation, therefore funders and sponsors play an enormous part in the success of both the show and the Society and without them it could not continue on the scale you see today. This success has not been easy to achieve and certainly would not have been possible without the support of local organisations and individuals". 

In addition to this financial assistance from DEFRA, G.A.S. has also received sponsorship and support from many public and private organisations including

Leader Plus, One North East, The Regional Food Group and Northumberland Tourism’s Made in Northumberland Project.

Although the Society has evolved to meet the needs of the 21st century, it still retains its fundamental core values. It has three key areas of activity; 

The development of the annual Glendale Show, 

The development of its Children’s Educational Event 

The development of the Society. 

All these areas are interlinked and they are promoted both individually and in combination to its wide and varied audience which includes local residents, tourists, educational groups, local craftspeople and artisan food producers. 

The Society proactively campaigns to raise awareness about Glendale’s countryside, agriculture, producers and environment within the region and further afield.   One of its key messages has been to inform the public on how farming is changing, how it's becoming more aware of conservation and environmental issues and showing them how they can get involved on a personal basis. It also actively looks to reach out to new audiences for example by connecting the school curriculum to the countryside of Glendale at its Children's Day.

As the Company Secretary, Sarah Nelson has become the public face of the G.A.S working part-time from its office at the Cheviot Centre in Wooler. The team work year round to run the annual show and Children's Countryside Day as well as an annual programme of member events. 

The Glendale Show, held near Wooler, on August Bank Holiday Monday, has always been North Northumberland's showcase event. However since 2005, it has grown from strength to strength and now attracts in the region of 15,000 visitors. Organising a show of this size comes with its fair share of challenges. Every year, the weather is an issue and in the years of the foot and mount crisis and blue tongue virus the show went ahead but without its hugely popular livestock classes. This year, the challenge with come from the current economic climate; the effect on sponsorship levels, membership renewals, visitor and exhibitor numbers will all be closely monitored by the team. 

The Children's Day has also continued to develop and is now attended by over 1500 first school children from 40 schools across Northumberland and North Tyneside. In 2008, Kenton Bar School was adopted for a year and committed members, farmers and rural businesses from Glendale made a series of visits to the school to educate its pupils on where their food comes from. As the size of these events has increased, so too have the roles of the Children’s Countryside Day Project Manager and Show Secretary. A new Show Secretary, Rachel Smith, has just been appointed so that all the projects can be developed to their full potential. 

The Society is fully aware that it is increasingly important to protect and promote the countryside and seeks to do this through all its new and existing activities. It has initiated the Glendale Agricultural Society New Farming Enterprise Awards. The aim of these awards is to highlight farm-based businesses throughout Northumberland which have achieved success through diversification. Winners include The Northumberland Wigwam Village in 2006 and Silvermoor Haylage in 2008.

Throughout the last three years the Society has continued to update its branding and marketing materials and also developed its website www.glendaleshow.com which has become a huge asset and marketing tool. This informative site has had over 50,000 hits in one month and provides details of classes, entry forms, photographs from previous Shows and much more.

Membership has almost doubled and today the Society has over 300 members; many from Tynedale and also a number of expat members from as far away as Cheshire and Worcester. The Stock Judging evening is one of the most popular events in the annual programme. The event which has the specific objective of maintaining an important farming skill includes a number of classes for individuals Young Farmers and Juniors. Other events open to members include farm walks, curling, a quiz night and dinner dance. 

Annual membership of the Glendale Agricultural Society is priced at £15.00 per person. Anyone interested in receiving further information about The Glendale Agricultural Society or businesses who would like to support any of their events can contact the society team on 01668 283868.
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