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Children’s Countryside Day

A Guide for Teachers

Experiential learning focuses on the learning process for the individual; it is highly effective as it engages the learner at their own level.

At Glendale Children’s Countryside Day, we provide an invaluable outdoor classroom in which learning through enjoyment, observation and interaction with the countryside environment can take place, as opposed to reading about farming and food from a book. Thus, children and adults can makes discoveries and experiments with knowledge firsthand, instead of hearing or reading about others' experiences.

There are many positive reasons for visiting the event at Wooler, however these can be improved upon if clear objectives and plans are in place to allow everybody to focus on. 
This guide aims to highlight some of the areas that the event could impact on the curriculum. The following areas are covered in this guide:

· National curriculum objectives

· Excellence and enjoyment

· Ideas for pre event / post event planning 

· Further resource areas

Countryside topics and areas that can be used to enrich the curriculum

There are so many aspects of work that go on in the countryside; the table below highlights some areas that could be used in the classroom as part of a topic or as a starting point before visiting the event.
	Food production and services
	Access and leisure
	Non food goods and services
	Environmental management

	Vegetables and potatoes
	Countryside code
	Pharmaceuticals
	Waste disposal

	Food processing 
	Access and pathways
	Retail e.g. garden centres
	Flood management

	Retail (local and supermarkets)
	Leisure activities
	Timber
	Habitat maintenance and creation

	Dairy products
	Nature reserves
	Energy crops
	Woodland management

	Drinks and beverages
	Landscape and the farmer’s role
	Mining and use of resources
	Preservation of the landscape

	Cereals 
	Our local area
	Renewable energy
	Biodiversity

	Beef, lamb and pork production
	
	Other jobs in the countryside e.g. vet, gamekeeper
	

	Poultry and egg production
	
	Countryside traditions and skills
	

	Food marketing
	
	
	

	Local food production
	
	
	

	Cooking and preparing food
	
	
	

	Healthy eating
	
	
	

	Growth and reproduction
	
	
	

	Machinery 
	
	
	


Curriculum links to the countryside

There are many ways in which farming and food production can be linked to the curriculum. The diagram below gives some ideas of ways in which growing plants and animals can be linked to a wide variety of areas in the curriculum. 
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Provided from website: Growing schools http://www.growingschools.org.uk/Support/curriculum.asp
Other aspects of the school curriculum (excellence and enjoyment)
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Provided from website: Growing schools http://www.growingschools.org.uk/Support/curriculum.asp
Planning for the event – tips and advice
Teacher experience: KS2 teacher comment “The event has a wide range of exhibitions to see. It is always quite a hectic day. The first year I had no focus for the children and although we had a fantastic day and learnt lots, on reflection it would have been better to have a main focus. The following year we were doing a topic linked to our school garden, I prepared the children for the visit and they seemed to benefit more from the learning experience.”
1). Prepare the pupils
· What are they going to see and learn about? How does this relate to what they are learning in the classroom?

· What do you want them to find out about? Class focus (perhaps different groups can have different focuses and then they could share information and experiences)

· Discuss health and safety issues prior to the visit and your behaviour policy with staff helpers and children.

· Make sure the children and staff  helpers are aware of what sort of footwear and clothing to bring for the day (old trainers or wellies are best and a waterproof coat is essential. It is also a good idea to make sure that they wear layers that can be added or taken off depending on the weather).
· Allow time to complete your competition entry.

2). At the event 

· Register and drop off lunches and competition entries.
· Decide on a route – what are your main priorities? What do you want to visit first? (Depending on your arrival time you may be given a route to follow by the stewards to avoid overcrowding).
· Make sure you locate the toilets, stewards’ tent, first aid point and hand washing facilities on site.

· Make sure that you have consulted our health and safety information and inform all helpers and children of the main issues. Perhaps you can practice hand washing prior to the visit.

· Make sure you know when your lunch slot is and stick to the timing as the tent can get crowded, especially in cold wet weather.

· Take time to watch the events in the main ring.

· Remember to do regular headcounts – there are over 1500 children on the site.

3). After the event
· Allow time for reflection 

· Allow time to share information – What did you learn? What was interesting? What did you not enjoy?

· Fill in the comments form and send back to the event organiser – they are all valued and help us to know what works for your school and how we can make the event better.

Useful resources and weblinks

http://www.glendaleshow.com/countrysideday.php
http://www.growingschools.org.uk/
http://www.countrysidefoundation.org.uk/
http://www.face-online.org.uk/index.php?utm_source=utm_source%3Dbillbailey&utm_medium=utm_medium%3Dlink&utm_campaign=utm_billbailey
http://www.face-online.org.uk/bradley-farm/farming-year (curriculum links to the countryside)
http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/news-events/news/growing-appetite-for-healthy-school-food-in-england
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Default.aspx?page=8865 (link to growing minds booklet – advice on growing food and keeping animals in school and eating produce that is grown)

http://www.alnwickgarden.com/knowandgrow/roots-and-shoots
http://www.hgca.com/content.template/9/0/Education/Education/Education.mspx (UK Cereals Authority educational resources)

http://www.potatoesforschools.org.uk/
